TO THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER, THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

This petition of certain members of the Australian community draws to the attention of the House the ongoing collective punishment of the Palestinian people by the state of Israel in contravention to the Geneva Convention. Furthermore, we draw the attention of the House to Israel’s defiance of over 68 UN resolutions and its refusal to withdraw from Palestinian territories. 

The 22-day Israeli assault on the Gaza strip which began on December 27, 2008 highlights the urgency of the world taking action to bring Israel to account for its war crimes. According to the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 1,434 Palestinians were killed during the Israeli offensive, 960 of them civilians, among them 288 children. The scale of the atrocities carried out by the Israeli military have been attested to by the testimony of Israeli soldiers published in the Israeli newspaper, Haaretz (March 29, 2009). War crimes committed in Gaza included the deliberate targeting of civilians and medical personnel; the use of white phosphorous shells in urban areas and the bombing of UN schools and food compounds. 

We believe it is time to put an end to the Australian government’s support for Israel. We believe it is time to send a clear and unambiguous message to Israel that its occupation of Palestine must end. We therefore ask the House to immediately impose trade and military sanctions on Israel. 
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Please return to Justice for Palestine Brisbane by May 25, c/- PO Box 8254, Woolloongabba 4102. 
